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GERMANY IN REVOLUTION

blood } but again it has put rice and meat into the poor
man's cooking pot; it lias said that rice must not be
three shillings a pound, and meat must not be twelve
shillings a pound, and it has seen to it that they were not.
Such an event is not a sham*

When I first began to write this book,* as I turned
from the English press, full of the coming trial of the
Kaiser in London, the discussion of whose guilt filled the
major columns of every important English paper, as I
turned from that nervous and passionate raking over of the
past, to the German papers, entirely taken up with dis-
cussing whether the Soviet system should wholly, partly,
or not at all, be adopted into the constitution, whether
the coal mines should be socialised, and if so, in what
degree, whether potash and electricity should also
become state property, whether all classes should attend
the same common school, what is the best way of giving
university scholarships to the sons of the proletariat,
whether bank clerks should manage their own banks
and elect their own bank managers, how much money
you can squeeze out of a rich man and yet persuade
him to go on working, in fact as I turned to the
German papers which were discussing the Revolution,
away from the English papers which were at that
time still discussing the war, the change of emphasis,
it seemed to me, could not be more marked or more
significant*

* Mr, 1919*